
BIDEN-HARRIS: WHAT THE NEW ADMINISTRATION

MEANS FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

MEGAN IS ON A MISSION TO INSPIRE

CHANGE

After four years of the Trump Administration exploiting the environment for financial gain,
the newly-elected Biden-Harris team is promising a progressive and world beating climate
agenda to rescue one the climate from one of the world's biggest polluters.
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One student from Castle Batch Primary School Academy in
Weston-super-Mare is on a mission to change the world, one small
step at a time.

Megan, a student in the South West, has launched her campaign
Children Can Save Our Planet (CCSOP) in an aim to inspire...
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The USA re-joined the Paris Climate Accord
and later had the National Climate Advisor,
Gina McCarthy draw up plans for the most
aggressive carbon cut possible.
Biden has put a stop to the building of the
2,000km Keystone XL oil pipeline
He has ordered the Pentagon to make
climate change an issue of national security

After four years of the Trump Administration
exploiting the environment for financial gain,
the newly-elected Biden-Harris team is
promising a progressive and world beating
climate agenda to rescue the climate from one
of the world's biggest polluters. 

John Kerry
The administration has appointed John Kerry to
draw up a plan for the environment. Kerry was
the Secretary of State during the Obama-era
and was one of the key figures involved in
creating the Paris Agreement in 2015.
Kerry said, "It's one of [Biden's] top priorities,
without any question whatsoever. He'll make
more progress on the issue than any previous
president."

Biden's Brilliant Start
Joe Biden's first week in office was a week of
progressive and important actions in the
journey to building a better America. Many of
these have been climate based:

Biden has called the climate crisis a "whole
government" issue with John Kerry explaining
that, "He is mobilising every department, every
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agency of the United States government to
focus on climate and he is determined to try
and restore America's credibility and
reputation".

Oil Industry On The Way Out
Biden's decisive actions have been detrimental
to the oil industry with share prices plunging
and warnings of a drop in oil supplies.
However, Biden has refused to stop fracking
but is promising tighter restrictions.
As part of the "Build Back Better" campaign,
Biden has promised to put displaced fossil fuel
workers to work by having them seal off the
estimated one million leaking oil and gas wells
in the country. The campaign also promises to
build 1.5 million new energy-efficient homes,
install half a million new electric-vehicle
charging stations and electrify the
government's fleet of 650,000 vehicles. These
are all in an aim to create more green-sector
jobs in the country.
At the same time, he's also ordered a ban on
new oil and gas leases on federal land and said
a third of land must be reserved for
conservation.

COP26
John Kerry has promised to work with the UK
to ensure the COP26 summit in Glasgow will
be a success. Kerry said if it wasn't a success, "it
would be a dramatic failure for mankind".



One student from Castle Batch Primary School Academy in
Weston-super-Mare is on a mission to change the world,
one small step at a time.

Megan, a student in the South West, has launched her
campaign Children Can Save Our Planet (CCSOP) in an aim
to inspire those around her.

Megan says she's always been interested in helping the
environment and now has made lifestyle changes such as
turning pescatarian and cutting out unsustainable palm oil.
She also takes part in regular litter picks.

About inspiring others, Megan said that you should "try
your hardest" because every little thing helps. In the future
she hopes more people will be aware of the impacts of the
climate crisis.

To find out more about Megan's work, go to her website
ccsop.co.uk

We want to form an eco-network of students working to
fight climate change across the South West. This will make
sure we can make maximum impact on a local, regional
and national level. To fight climate change we must work
together!

If you're interested in joining please email:
mleonard@worle-school.org.uk

The Somerset Wildlife Trust is holding a
virtual summit to encourage young
locals to tackle climate change.

The event will be held over zoom on
Saturday 27th March. To find out more
go to: somersetwildlife.org/events/yess

YOUTH ENVIRONMENT

SUMMIT SOMERSET
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TEXAS HIT BY

CLIMATE DISASTER

A winter storm which hit the state of
Texas in February left millions of
Americans without electricity and 21
dead. 

In some areas, the temperature reached
-18C and is the lowest recorded
temperature in Texas for nearly 30 years.

The storm follows a year of major
weather events in the U.S which were all
intensified by climate change. 

The New York Times reported that this
was only the beginning for America and
climate change is "placing growing stress
on the foundations of the country’s
economy".

ARE YOU PART OF A STUDENT ECO-GROUP IN OR

AROUND SOMERSET?



THE PARIS AGREEMENT
The Paris Agreement is a legally binding
international treaty on climate change. It was
adopted by 196 Parties at COP 21 in Paris, on 12
December 2015 and entered into force on 4
November 2016.

Its goal is to limit global warming to well below 2,
preferably to 1.5 degrees Celsius, compared to
pre-industrial levels.

COP26:
WHAT IS IT AND WHY

SHOULD WE CARE?

The COP meets every year, unless the
Parties decide otherwise. The first COP
meeting was held in Berlin, Germany in

March, 1995.
 

The COP Presidency rotates among the
five recognised UN regions - that is,
Africa, Asia, Latin America and the

Caribbean, Central and Eastern Europe
and Western Europe and Others – there
is also a tendency for the venue of the
COP to also shift among these groups.

COP refers to the decision-making body
of the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change

(UNFCCC).
 

At the summit, delegates including heads
of state, climate experts and negotiators
will come together to agree coordinated

action to tackle climate change.

IMPORTANCE
1) An opportunity to build greener,
more sustainable economies after
the devastating effects of
coronavirus. The pandemic has
shown us that a global problem
needs global collaboration

2) It will be the first time nations
come together to discuss the
commitments they made in the
Paris Agreement

The Kyoto Protocol
The Cancun Agreement
The Green Climate Fund
The Paris Agreement

In November 2021, the UK will be hosting the 26th annual session of the
Conference of the Parties to the Convention, or “COP26”, in Glasgow. 

Italy has partnered with the UK to host Pre-COP and The Youth Summit.

SOURCES

ukcop26.org

bulb.co.uk/blog/cop26-what-it-
is-and-why-it-matters

https://unfccc.int/process-and-
meetings/the-paris-
agreement/the-paris-agreement

https://unfccc.int/process/bodie
s/supreme-bodies/conference-
of-the-parties-cop

How Often?

Requires leaders to travel which
negatively impacts the environment
Has only produced one legally binding
agreement - The Paris Agreement

Government minister and
MP Alok Sharma has been
appointed full-time
President for COP 26. 

Sharma's role was originally
temporary until he left his
position as Secretary of
State for for Business,
Energy and Industrial
Strategy in January 2021.
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ACHIEVEMENTS

WHAT IS A COP?

CRITICISMS

WHO 'S IN CHARGE?



Plans have been submitted for a new coal mine in Cumbria
that would be an "almighty backwards step in the fight
against climate change" according to former Liberal
Democrats leader Tim Farron.

The Government has rejected requests for an inquiry to be
held into the plans which has led to criticism from foreign
ambassadors. The ambassadors claim that the Prime
Minister's support for the mine is bringing about
accusations of hypocrisy from international leaders. These
damaging claims come after Johnson made a number of
speeches in which he mentions the UK will be a "world-
leader" when it comes to climate change.

VOLVO TO GO ALL-ELECTRIC BY

2030
Car manufacturer Volvo has promised to go all-electric by
2030 and will also move all sales online by that date.

The Swedish company is the latest car brand to join the all-
electric race ahead of the UK's 2030 ban on petrol and
diesel cars.

Volvo said it will aim to make 50% of its model electric by
2025 with the other 50% being hybrid cars. By 2030 it will
then remove hybrids, opting for an all-electric brand.

Scientists at the Royal Horticultural
Society have released a report detailing
how the hair cotoneaster is a super plant.

The plant, often found beside roads, is at
least 20% more effective than other
shrubs at absorbing pollution from
vehicles.

A one-metre length of cotoneaster
hedge absorbs the same amount of
pollution in a week that a car emits on a
500-mile drive.

HAIRY ROADSIDE

PLANT REDUCES

POLLUTION

NEW CUMBRIA COAL MINE COULD

BE A STEP BACKWARDS 
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"Every single person on
this planet has the power

to change the world"

Emma Thompson

@news_tgg

@News_TGG


